
Strategies for 
Close Reading of 
Digital Text
• Guiding 
Questions

• Guided Reading
• Chunking
• Annotation

Focus on 
vocabulary

What does 
“restless” 

mean?

How does the word 
restless help the 

reader understand 
why the garden was 

curious?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several specific strategies we will be looking at today.  We will look at various grades, as well as subject areas.  The goal for these strategies is to make what students read online stay with them  and ensure that they can understand, apply, and synthesize the information they have read on a screen, just as they do for print text.  



Guiding 
Questions -
Strategy
• Provide readers with 

essential questions that

• Prepare them to 
read the text 

• Engage them as 
they read 

• Encourage analysis 
after reading

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guiding questions are simply questions that accompany a text.  Read the questions first, or imbed them into the text, for engagement and reading for purpose. The handout seen here is available for download in this lesson. We are going to look at an example today that would be suitable for grades 2 or 3 and would work well for an ELA lesson.  



Student-Created 
Questions
• Authentic questions – reader doesn’t know the 

answer
• Questioning continues throughout the reading 

process
• Clarifying questions may need to be answered first 

(who, what, when) before ponderous questions can 
be asked (how, why, should)

• Modeling how to answer questions - how to find 
the information - is key

• “Wonder” may need to be retaught
• Different students will have different questions

~Cris Tovani, Dublin Literacy Conference 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2017 Dublin Literacy Conference featured reading specialist Cris Tovani as a keynote speaker.  She presented on student-created questions and reminded participants that in order to create student purpose, students must be allowed to ask their own questions.  Often – students need to be taught to ask questions as well.



Collecting Evidence from 
Text

• Identify text type
• Conduct “key word grab”
• Set personal purpose for reading – “question 

blitz” (Daniels, Text and Lessons)
• Use “evidence collector” while reading

~Angela Faulhaber, Ohio Writing Project, 
Miami University

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another speaker at the Dublin Lit Conference integrated some techniques from Harvey “Smokey” Daniels.  Angela Faulhaber first asked students to identify the type of text they are reading and explore/discuss purpose.  A key word grab (finding the words in a text or portion of text that are significant and contribute to meaning) can come from the title, illustrations, subject headings, etc.  Finally, students create questions based on their key words – this sets a personal purpose for reading. A simple graphic organizer is used to help students collect and organize information. Using their top four questions, create an evidence collector by folding a paper into fourths. Students will write one question in each square and then use the evidence collector as they read. Once they have finished reading the text, the evidence collector will be helpful as an organizational tool for writing. 



BookFlix

• 125 Fiction/NonFiction Pairs
• Fiction – WestWood Videos
• NonFiction – traditional eBook
• Both offer read-aloud and 

hightlighted text
• Scholastic titles – popular and 

engaging 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to practice this strategy using BookFlix.  Please make sure to check out our BookFlix Best Practices Guide  https://www.infohio.org/document-library/item/how-should-i-use-bookflix-in-my-classroom for more information on how to use BookFlix as an instructional tool.



What type of text is this?

What “key words” can you grab from the 
title and cover art?

What are questions do you have about the 
text using your key words? What about your
partner?

Evidence Collector:

Question 1
Why was the garden 
curious?

Question 2
How did the boy help 
the garden?

Question 3
What does the word 
“restless” mean? How 
does it explain why the 
garden was curious?

Question 4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a fiction title from BookFlix. It is important at this level to be explicit about the use of digital text, and to integrate and model the use of digital text.  Provide scaffolding as needed for groups or individuals.  Use the pause button to show students that it is okay to stop and listen or read again.  You can even show them the time clock on the fiction titles and write down at what time a piece of evidence is found.  This example might be a close read focusing on character or setting. Model for students first when completing this strategy. Answer a question together as a class, and then allow them to practice with a partner. Finally, ask students to answer the remaining questions alone. Talk together as a class about the evidence they have found to answer the questions. Ultimately, the strategy will help the students find the patterns in the book that support the close reading focus.



Internet Guided Reading
• Start with print text

• preview text with  focus on text 
features, identify prior knowledge 
about the topic, locate vocabulary and 
discuss, make predictions, create a 
collaborative summary, create a 
question about text

• Locate digital text
• Use question from print reading, use 

search engine to identify relevant text, 
closely read results

• Read digital text 
• Follow procedures used when reading 

print
• Use online tool or graphic organizer to 

collect and synthesize evidence
• David Salyer, Reading Teacher July,

2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This article is from Reading Teacher from ILA. You can access it here by copying and pasting the URL into your browser window. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=pbh&AN=103383532&site=eds-live&authtype=cookie,ip,custuid&custid=infohio
The example we are going to share today is for middle school students, grades 5-8.  It could be used for Science, Social Studies or Language Arts.  This approach allows students to choose what to read and helps them interact and connect with text and use a variety of connected texts for learning.



Full-color images
and authentic text 
engage readers.

Instructional tools are built in-
vocabulary and guided reading 
questions are provided.

The reading selection is followed
by an exercise to help students 
find text evidence to support their
understanding of the text.

Scholastic Action, March 2017

1. Read print text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start with print text.  We like to use the text found in Scholastics’s classroom magazines.  These are all available to you to print or use digitally from EBSCO’s multi database search.  To learn more you can read the Teach with INFOhio  post Scholastic Stuff straight from your Desktop. https://www.infohio.org/blog/item/scholastic-stuff-for-students-straight-to-your-desktop



Let them explore to discover… 
This is the article they just read.

Students can click here…

…or here to find the description
of the article’s content.

2. Locate
digital 
text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ISearch is an INFOhio tool for students in grades 4 and up.  It is a search that retrieves results from all of INFOhio’s resources including BookFlix, EBSCO databases, and World Book. Tabs across the top help students find digital text at the right level.  For our middle school students, we are going to use Basic Sources – articles, journals, transcripts, etc. from databases for early and middle school learners.  These will have lower Lexiles for the most part as well.  The limiters on the side will help students narrow their search.  They can narrow by source type or by subject.  To read the descriptions of the articles, students may click on the article title link for a quick view, or on the view download for the abstract of the article.  Further limiters allow them to narrow to a specific publication or database. 



3. Read digital text

HTML…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once they have chosen which article they would like to read, they may have the option of the file format they would like.  If they choose HTML, they will be able to have it read aloud to them.  They can copy and paste the text into a different platform such as Google docs to interact.  Teachers can also send the HTML version to their Google classroom.  



…or PDF.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If they choose PDF, they will get a duplicate of the article’s original form with full color pictures and captions.  PDF’s are great for authentic text.  To read more about how to integrate PDFs into the classroom, check out our Teach with INFOhio blog Post PDFs to Put Pow in your Pedagogy! https://www.infohio.org/blog/item/pdfs-to-put-pow-in-your-pedagogy



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some additional pieces from the internet guided reading article.  Think about your device of choice for integrating digital text into the classroom.  How will you modify or add to the lesson based on the device?  Also, try a Google search for digital content as well.  Use the 8 questions – post them in your classroom – to help students choose high-quality text and to identify the purpose and creator of the text.  Finally compare how using digital text can lead to greater analysis and critical thinking as opposed to using another print resource.



Chunking -
Strategy

• Breaking down larger 
sections of text into 
smaller, more 
manageable sections

• Works well for complex 
texts

• Great for discussion or 
modeling 

• Allows for zooming on 
devices for larger text 
size

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chunking is a strategy that that any grade level can use, but it is best when using complex text or text that is at a higher level for the reader.  We are going to focus on high school learners and use a science journal article for the example, but any complex text will work for this strategy.  It is also helpful for students who are struggling with digital text due to text size or distractions on the site.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once again, we are using ISearch, but this time we have chosen the Advanced Search tab which will give us more complex results.  We have also chosen a limiter on the left for scholarly journals only.  Upper high school students should be exposed to this type of text as they begin to think about college and career readiness. Interacting with complex text will help older students have a willingness to probe and develop uninterrupted and deep thinking – necessary for close reading.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this example, we used Microsoft’s snipping tool and snipped the first few lines of text to read more closely.  The snipping tool allows students to highlight and make notes.  This would be a good small or large group activity to model for students how to dissect complex text, identify elements that are troublesome, as well as provide some answers to questions such as “what is an aneurysm?” You may want to focus on vocabulary alone for a close read of a scholarly journal article. 



Annotating -
Strategy

• Highlighting, 
notetaking

• Often built into 
online platforms

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Similarly, annotation of text is one the best ways to interact with is and analyze for meaning.  In this example, we use another piece of complex text that would be useful in an upper level English lesson 



Literary Reference 
Center

• More than 35,000 plot summaries, synopses, 
and work overviews. 

• Nearly 100,000 pieces of literary criticism. 
• More than 252,000 author biographies. 
• 450 literary journals.
• More than 693,000 book reviews. 
• More than 78,400 full-text classic and 

contemporary poems. 
• More than 19,700 full-text classic and 

contemporary short stories.
• More than 6,600 author interviews.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Literary Reference Center contains plot summaries, synopses, and other content from Literary publications. Access it by copying this url and pasting it in your browser address bar.   https://www.infohio.org/students/er/grade/g912/item/literary-reference-center?category_id=72



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of an analysis of Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales as it appears in the database. It is a PDF full text, but in this case there is no real incentive to use it in that format. Note the tools on the right, however.  Of importance are the permalink and the send to Google Drive tool. You can also send it to your Google Classroom.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The link at the top is the permalink – important for any follow up writing or discussion where a citation is needed. 

Sending the PDF to Google Drive will allow the students to highlight and annotate the text. Open the doc as a PDF. You should see the comment icon in the upper right corner. Students can highlight text relevant to the focus of their close read and add a comment that explains why it is important or included additional questions. 
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